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MESSAGE FROM THE CITY MANAGER
Matthew Baumgarten

Happy New Year, Berkley.
Over the next several months you’ll hear a lot about our city’s finances, the
future, and the potential to maintain the high quality of life we’ve established
for the next decade.

These conversations will culminate with a vote on a Headlee override to restore our millage rates that
have dropped off our tax bills over the city’s history. I cannot advocate a position on the outcome but
please take the opportunity to learn as much as you can about the city’s plan should we regain these
lost revenues.

Michigan’s system for financing local governments requires that a city’s millage rate is lowered every
year so that the city’s taxable value gains are higher than the consumer price index. This means that
cities such as ours that have worked hard to be desirable, full-service communities see their ability to
generate revenues lowered over time. Those who have lived in our community likely remember this
conversation from 2012 when voters approved a similar measure. Since then, Berkley has built a
resume for making appropriate investments with your tax dollars that we will be presenting to you the
voter and if we can continue the momentum.

I look forward to having these community conversations and telling our success story when asking
Berkley to consider this important ballot question.

– Matt Baumgarten

http://www.berkleymich.org
https://www.facebook.com/cityofberkley/


COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT UPDATE
(248) 658-3320 | Email: building@berkleymich.net | Monday - Friday (8:30 AM - 5:00 PM, closed for lunch from 1-2 PM)

Vine Maintenance and Removal
Vines grow rapidly and use other objects for support. In a natural environment, this
may be a nearby tree or large shrub but in an urban environment, fences, utility
poles, and guy wires provide the perfect structure for climbing vines.

Eventually, this can compromise the structural integrity of fencing and lead to
sagging communication cables and live electrical wires that pose a danger to
nearby homes and structures.

As leaves die back or are just beginning to sprout, late fall and early spring present
great opportunities for homeowners to rein in any excessive vine growth. Thin and
dormant leaves make it easier to trace vines back to their point of origin, where
they can easily be strategically pruned at certain points or cut near the root entirely.

The Community Development Department recommends, at a minimum, residents
cut excessive vines near the base. As problem areas fail to sprout in the spring,
the dead foliage can be removed by the owner if it is safe to do so. Property
owners should use caution and avoid removing any dead or live foliage near power
lines or associated structures. Serious injuries have occurred when untrained
individuals attempted the removal of vegetation on or near power lines.

DTE maintains a list of approved urban forestry partners who are able to assist with any foliage removal near or on power
lines. Approved tree trimming and foliage removal contractors can be found by visiting newlook.dteenergy.com.

FINANCE UPDATE
Finance: (248) 658-3340;  Email: finance@berkleymich.net | Treasury: (248) 658-3360; Email: treasury@berkleymich.net |

Monday - Friday (8:30 AM - 5:00 PM, closed for lunch from 1-2 PM)

Sidewalk Replacement Program Update
The City of Berkley continues to replace the sidewalks around the city that are in the
worst condition.

While paying to replace sidewalks is never a fun proposition, it makes our city safer for
everyone and increases the value of our property at the same time. When it comes
time to pay your sidewalk invoice, please note that our City Council has approved
giving residents extra time to pay their bills without added interest fees.

The previous Sidewalk Replacement Program (2022) was completed and invoices will
be generated in early 2023. Those bills can be paid at any time after they are
received.

If property owners need additional time to pay the sidewalk bills they can allow the
payment to be split between the winter 2023 tax bill and the summer 2024 tax bill as a
special assessment.

For more information on the Sidewalk Program visit, www.berkleymich.org/citysidewalks.
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PUBLIC WORKS SEASONAL REMINDERS
(248) 658-3490 | Email: publicworks@berkleymich.net | Hours: Monday - Friday (7 AM - 3:30 PM)

Yard Waste Collection
Both curbside leaf pickup and bagged yard waste collection have ended. Residents with any yard waste bags can take
them to the SOCRRA facility on Coolidge in Troy at no charge. Please note there is a 10-bag limit and no appointment is
necessary for SOCRRA residents.

Christmas Tree Removal
DPW crews will be picking up Christmas trees after the holiday. All decorations, lights, strands, etc. need to be removed
before placement at the curb. We will not pick up any plastic bags or stands.

Trash and Recycling Pick-Up Notice
Garbage and recycling pick-up for January will occur on regularly scheduled days (no changes).

Need a New Trash Bin?
96-gallon trash toters can be purchased from the DPW for $80 each. These are wheeled cans with attached lids that are
dumped mechanically by the City refuse hauler (Tringali). Please contact the DPW for more details.
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Don’t Crowd the Plow
Snowplow reminders:

● Never pass a plow on the right. Plows push snow to the right shoulder and may use a wing (often 6 to 8 feet
long) which is difficult to see.

● Don't assume the plow driver can see your vehicle. The driver's field of vision is limited. You may see the
driver, but the driver might not see you.

● Trucks release salt and sand from the back of the truck. If you're too close to the truck, materials could hit
your windshield and obstruct visibility.

● Plow trucks travel between 25 - 35 mph. Allow enough time and space to safely stop or slow down.

Traveling over the Winter Months?
Any homeowners leaving the City during the winter months are encouraged to contact the DPW to temporarily change the
mailing address for utility bills and shut off the water service at the curb to limit the possibility of pipes freezing.

Questions?
Please refer to the City website at www.berkleymich.org/dpw or call the Berkley DPW at 248-658-3490.

BERKLEY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY NOTICE
EMERGENCIES: Dial 9-1-1 | Non-Emergencies: 248-658-3380 | Facebook: @BerkleyDPS

A Quick Message from Public Safety About Snow Emergencies
Public Safety is always here to help, but we are typically very busy during inclement weather. We can assist you if you are
stuck or broken down by calling a tow truck or driving you to the station, but we won't be able to wait with you.

As a reminder, our Snow Emergency Ordinance states:
It shall be unlawful for a person to park or leave any vehicle on a street or municipal parking lot in the city of Berkley after
a snow emergency has been declared.

The city shall publicly announce a declaration of a snow emergency on social media, the city's website, and by means of
broadcasts and/or telecasts from stations with a normal operating range covering the City, including cable television.

After a snow emergency has been declared, the parking prohibition under this article shall remain in effect until terminated
by public announcement by the city.

Ordinance enacted: January 6, 2020

To learn more about our Snow Emergency Ordinance, visit www.berkleymich.org/cityordinances.
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PARKS AND RECREATION
(248) 658-3470 | Email: parks@berkleymich.net | Facebook: @BerkleyParksandRec

January Programming

Youth Programs:
● Parent-Tot Playgroup
● Guitar lessons
● Jump-A-Rama Classes
● Sanchin Ryu Karate
● Mad Science- Mad Lab!
● Indoor Lacrosse
● Learn to Draw Sea Animals
● Kindermusik
● Crafts with Samantha
● Pillo Polo

Adult Programs:
● Yoga Blend
● Beginner Tai Chi
● PiYo
● Guitar lessons
● Sanchin Ryu Karate
● Zumba
● Dog Obedience
● Adult & Pediatric First Aid/CPR.AED

Senior Programs:
● Chair Yoga beginning January 9th

○ Date: Monday-ongoing
○ Time: 11:00 am -12:00 pm
○ Cost: $7 drop-in

● Senior Fitness
○ Date: Tuesdays and Fridays - ongoing

beginning January 17th
○ Time: 9:30-10:30 am
○ Cost: $2 per class

● Value of Pre-Planning at the Cemetery
○ Presented by: Roseland Park Cemetery
○ Date: Wednesday, January 18th
○ Time: 12:00 pm
○ Cost: FREE

● Zumba Gold
○ Date: Monday, January 23rd
○ Time: 10:00- 10:50 am
○ Cost: $66 Drop-in: $12

● Trivia Tuesday
○ Date: Tuesday, January 24th
○ Time: 12:30- 2:30 pm
○ Cost: $5

Senior Trip:
● Hollywood Casino at Greektown

○ Date: Thursday, January 19th
○ Time: 9:00 am
○ Cost: $15

For more information and to register please visit www.recreation.berkleymich.org
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BOARDS & COMMISSIONS JANUARY MEETINGS
Please visit our calendar page on our City website for more details and to stay up-to-date with all our
boards & commissions.

JANUARY 2:
● City Office Closed in Observance of New Year’s*

*Trash collection will NOT be delayed this week

JANUARY 3:
● 7:00 PM - City Council (Special Meeting)

JANUARY 9:
● 7:00 PM - City Council

JANUARY 10:
● 7:00 PM - Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
● 7:00 PM - Historical Committee Meeting

JANUARY 11:
● 8:30 AM - Downtown Development Authority (DDA) Meeting
● 7:00 PM - Citizen’s Engagement Advisory Committee & Technology Advisory Committee Meeting

JANUARY 16:
● City Offices Closed in Observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day
● 9:00 AM - Berkley & Royal Oak MLK Day Event @ Berkley High School (2325 Catalpa Dr)

JANUARY 18:
● 7:00 PM - Library Board Meeting

JANUARY 19:
● 6:30 PM - Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting

JANUARY 23:
● 4:00 PM - Public Safety Pension Board Meeting
● 7:00 PM - Tree Board Meeting
● 7:00 PM - City Council Meeting (Special Meeting)

JANUARY 24:
● 7:00 PM - Planning Commission Meeting
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